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Salabut Khan seexns to have been discontinued, as Major
James Grant, of the Madras army, a distinguished cavalry
officer, was appointed direct by the Governor-General.
He commenced a reform, but with rather a sparing hand.
He had not the heart in time of peace to deprive old
soldiers of their bread; but still the reform was in pro-
gress, when, on the death of that lamented officer, it was
in a very short period of time carried into complete effect
by Captain Seyer who succeeded him.

The troops were not destined to remain idle. In the
beginning of this year (1819) a force under the personal
command of Major Pitman, but totally unconnected with
the late war, was directed to assemble to the northward
of Nandair with the design of taking possession of the late
Peishwa's district of Umurkhair, to suppress the insurgent
naiks in the neighbourhood, and generally to establish the
authority of the Nizam's government over the unsettled
districts in that quarter.

The force consisted of two battalions of the Eussell
Brigade, a field battery and small battering train, the 3rd
Battalion, of Berar Eegular Infantry, and a party of the
reformed horse.

Of the insurgents the most important was Nousajee naik,
whose principal hold was Nowah, a place of some strength
about twenty miles from Nandair. Under the apprehen-
sion of an attack, he had collected a large Arab force.
From him, therefore, some resistance was anticipated, and
preparations for a siege were made accordingly.

A short detail of the operations may not be uninstruc-
tive, as showing what may be achieved by talent and
perseverance.

Nbwah, although small in size, was strong of works.
In shape, an oblong square with a bastion at each angle,